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Many times you have heard about the virgin 
birth of Jesus; how the angel came to Mary in 
Luke -i : 26-38 and let her know that she was 
going to bear and give birth to the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ. The question that most often 
confronts us, however, is: "How do we know it 
is true?" 
When confronted with people who say some 
part of the Bible is not true, I have to infer that 
they don't believe any of the Bible. To say that 
some of the Bible is true, and some of it is not 
true is foolish, for either the book contains all 
truths or it is not inspired of God as we see in 
II Timothy 3: 16. God says that the entire Bible is 
true, so we had better believe everything it says. 
What does the Bible say about the virgin 
birth? Isaiah 7: 14 predicts that one day a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and his name 
shall be called Immanuel, or "God with us." 
Some try to say that this was a message to Ahaz 
as a sign to him that the Lord meant business 
concerning Israel. This is true in part. However, 
this sign was given to the whole house of David 
as well, not only to Ahaz, and it would be made 
complete in God's perfect timing as is recorded 
in Matthew 1: 22-23. 
Another interesting passage that God has 
given us is the story Joseph and Mary give in 
Matthew 1 : 18-25. Joseph and Mary were, what 
we might say today, engaged [word rendered as 
"espoused" in verse 18]. To break such an 
"engagement" was like divorce in our world 
today. When Joseph found out his fiance was 
pregnant, he immediately set out to get a legal 
The 
V i1·gin Birth 
of 
disattachment, which was what the law required 
then since they were not yet married [Matthew 
5: : 32]. He evidently assumed that Mary was 
involved in premarital sex, and was only 
convinced otherwise when an angel came to him 
and related the story as it really was: Mary 
wasn't involved in premarital sex, bt in a holy 
union with the Holy Spirit. She still was a virgin 
woman and it was quite safe to marry her. 
Joseph must have been really excited that he 
could still marry the one he loved so much. We 
can see in verse 24 that he didn't go back to 
sleep, but got Mary and married her that night! 
Just to make sure we wouldn't get any crazy 
ideas, the inspired scriptures of God went one 
step further and said, "and Joseph knew her not 
till she had brought forth her firstborn son; and 
he call his name JESUS. 
My friend, the virgin birth was true even as 
God's Word is true. Jesus had to be born 
because it required someone perfect to die for 
the sins of the world. For Jesus to be born a 
man would mean He was not God and that he 
would inherit the sinful nature of the imperfect 
man. 
Christ was born to set you free, free from the 
bondage of sin. Because of His Love, He came 
to this earth, was born in a barn, lived among 
sinners, and died at the very hands of those He 
created and died for. He hung on that cross for 
you, too (John 3: 16)! May you remember all 
Christ has done for you and given to you this 
Christmas season and rejoice in it. We have a 
wonderful Saviour! 
PAGE ONE 
QifL£CTION0 
~tlslmas 
by 
Pat Farmwald 
Christ Jesus-born in a manger-
Heralded by singing angels-
. <Re.ceived •. ·gifts trom •....• wise .... men- ... · 
·,ssentto usas.a giftlromGod; 
Sinless · and .• without blame 
To redeem a Jost world-. · 
Made to be intercessor for our sins, 
And to Jove us. 
Such love holds the key to the real 
reason for Christmas! 
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by 
Bonnie Guenther 
Such a unique moment; a time of 
unusualness; 
A time which man has no explanation 
for; 
An act directed by a holy, powerful God 
Towards unregenerate man 
Was this virgin birth. 
Such a joyful time; a time ofsinging,-
A time of shepherds worshipping .and 
Wisemen searching for a ~ing. 
. , · . 
This was the virgin birth ... 
The birth of our Messiah! 
11.~.J,loodg 
Chapter 4 
How He Came To 
Give Up Business 
So Far ... 
by 
A.P. Fitt 
We had learned in chapter three about Mr. 
Moody's early Chicago career. It was in this city 
that Mr. Moody began his first lower forms of 
Christian service. He did such things as "drum 
up" recruits, both young men and children, for 
the services of the house of God; distributed 
tracts among sailors in saloons and boarding 
houses, as well as hundreds of poor families 
living in ·run-down sections of town; and in the 
fall of 1858, started his own Sunday-school 
which by degrees grew to fifteen hundred 
students. 
Mr. Moody had a good system for his school: 
Love them. "Many of (the scholars) were as 
brands plucked from the burning, and were knit 
to (Mr. Moody) by the common love of God ... " 
"If only we could make the world believe that we 
love them," said Mr. Moody, "there would be 
fewer empty churches and a smaller proportion 
of our population who never darken a church 
door. Let love replace duty in our church 
relations, and the world will soon be 
evangelized." 
In 1860 Mr. Moody was led to give up 
business and devote all his time to Christian 
work . . 
In addition to the Sunday school held on 
Sunday afternoons in the North Market Hall, he 
used to hold Sunday evening services for the 
boys in a smaller room connected with the hall. 
From the beginning he taught the importance of 
confessing Christ as one's Savior, of giving 
testimony as to Christian experience, and also 
of engaging in active work. Later on these 
evening meetings multiplied, as parents became 
interested. During the week Mr. Moody spent 
much time daily in visiting in the homes of the 
scholars. 
As a result of the revival of 1857-58, the YMCA 
was organized in Chicago. A daily noon prayer 
meeting, similar to the Fulton Street prayer 
meeting in New York, was held. Mr. Moody used 
to attend. At first there was not much interest in 
its, but being aroused to action by the example 
of an old Scotchman who was the only attend-
ant one day, when he went through the program 
of hymn, prayer, and Scripture reading all alone, 
Mr. Moody and others began to work up the 
attendance, and very soon the meeting was 
flourishing. 
Meanwhile he pursued his boot and shoe 
business with unabated zeal and unfailing 
success: Events succeeded each other that had 
important bearings on his future. After two 
years with Mr. Wiswall, he had found employ-
ment as a commercial traveler for Mr. C.N. 
Henderson, a gentleman who was interested in 
the North Market Hall work. This position gave 
him greater liberty for mission work, as his time 
was now his own. He worked on commission, 
and could get away without encroaching upon 
his employer's rights to his time. 
A letter he wrote home under date of January 
2, 1859, shows his feeling toward Mr. 
Henderson: 
On my return from the country last week I 
found my hopes all vanished. The one 
continued on page 6 
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Spiritual Gifts 
by: 
Teresa Galbreath 
At Christmas we give gifts to commemorate 
God's gift of Christ to us. Other gifts that God 
has given us are spiritual gifts. 
What is a spiritual gift? It is a special ability 
for Christian service which is divinely given to a 
member of the body of Christ. A spiritual gift 
has four features, the first being ability, which 
enables one to do what will qlorify God. A 
second characteristic is qualification which 
comes because God has given the gift, while the 
third feature is the strength to exercise the gift. 
Responsibility to use our gift is a 'fourth 
characteristic of a gift. 
The distribution of spriritual gifts involves the 
entire Godhead; Jesus Christ saves us so that 
we might receive our gift, God the Father gives 
us the gift, and the Holy Spirit enables us 
through his power to use the gift. Every 
Christian is given a spiritual gift "for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ" 
[Ephesians 4: 12]. 
Since we as Christians know that we have at 
least one spiritual gift, we are responsible to 
discover that gift and exercise it in love for the 
edification of the church. As I Peter 4: 10 says, 
"As every man hath received the gift, even so 
minister the same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God." 
Dec. 1 Thursday 
Dec. 2 Friday 
Dec. 3 Saturday 
Dec. 4 Sunday 
Dec. 5 Monday 
Dec. 6 Tuesday 
Dec. 7 Wednesday 
Dec. 8 Thursday 
Dec. 9 Friday 
. 
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Ephesians 4:1-16 
Romans 12:1-10 
I Cor. 12:1-11 
I Cor .12:12-28 
I Cor. 13 
I Peter 4:7-19 
I Timothy 4:6-15 
Matthew 2:1-12 
John 1 :1-15 
lhe 
The Wise Men ... 
by: 
Janet Ebel 
Since the wise men have traditionally been a 
part of the Christmas story, we tend to overlook 
the excitement they must have felt. Wiseman, in 
those days, were men who were skilled in the 
study of the stars. They knew the star they saw 
that night was definitely unique and wonderful! 
The Bible · says " ... we have seen his star 
and ... rejoiced with exceedingly great joy." This 
was God's own star to announce His Son's 
birth: it must have been the biggest, brightest, 
most beautiful star that had ever been seen! Not 
only did they know it was Christ's star, but they 
were willing to follow it! It took faith to search 
for the young king. 
Revelation 22:16 says: "I, Jesus, ... am the 
bright and morning star." If we have faith just 
like the wise men, we too may follow the star. 
As the wise men gave their gifts to the Christ 
child, so Christ gives us the free gift of His Son, 
who died for us. All we must do is accept this 
gift, realizing that we are sinners and Christ is 
the only one who can rescue us from 
wrong-doing. If you've never asked Christ into 
your life, why not invite Him in today? It takes 
faith, but remember, faith will always be 
rewarded by Christ, the "Faithful Star." 
Dec. 10 Saturday Hebrews 11 : 1-20 
Dec. 11 Sunday Hebrews11 :21-40 
Dec. 12 Monday Ephesians 5:8-21 
Dec. 13 Tuesday I John 1 :5-10; 2:8-11 
Dec. 14 Wednesday John 3:1-21 
Dec. 15 Thursday Exodus 13:21-14:25 
Dec. 16 Friday Luke 1 :26-45 
I 
. . . and the Shepherds ... 
by: 
Dave Woodall 
There was nothing unusual about the 
shepherds. They were not highly educated or 
wealthy, yet the angel of the Lord appeared unto 
them! The glory of the Lord shone round about 
them, and they were very afraid. They realized 
that they were unworthy to stand before a holy 
God. When we read the Bible, we come to the 
same realization. "Your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God," [Isaiah 
59: 2]. But fear not! The message of God is 
one of good news and great joy to all people. 
God sent his son into the world "to seek and to 
save that which was lost" [Luke 19:10]. 
· The shepherds would never have known about 
Christ if the angel of the Lord had not appeared 
unto them. Today we do not need an angel to 
find out about Christ. Holy men of God have 
recorded the words of God in the Bible. 
How could Jesus, this little baby that was 
born in a manger, save us from our sins? He 
"bare our sins in his own body on the tree." [I 
Peter 2: 24}. When we accept Christ as our 
Saviour,the penalty of our sin will be paid. "For 
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him might. 
be saved." [John 3:17] 
Dec. 17 Saturday 
Dec. 18 Sunday 
Dec. 19 Monday 
Dec. 20 Tuesday 
Dec. 21 Wednesday 
Dec. 22 Thursday 
Dec. 23 Friday 
Luke2:1-20 
Matthew 1 :18-25 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
I Cor. 15:1-9 
Isaiah 9:6-7 
Galatians 4:1-7 
John 1 :1-14 
WEEKLY 
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MEDITATIONS 
.. .found Jesus ... 
by: 
Cindy Denny 
What is meant by Xmas? Are you trying to 
cross out Christ, the central figure of 
Christmas, from your holiday? Or perhaps, as ~n 
mathematics, X signifies an unknown factor in 
your celebration of Christmas. 
What relationship does Christ have to 
Christmas? Most of you probably know that 
Christmas is a celebration of Christ's birth. 
But why celebrate Christ's birth? I believe there 
are three things that make the birth of Christ 
worthy of celebration. 
First of all, the fact that, though He always 
existed, He was born a human to this earth by 
means of the virgin Mary and the Holy Ghost. 
Christ was God in the body of a man! Secondly, 
Christ, while on earth 33 years, never sinned. 
This fact made Christ's death an acceptable 
offering to God for our sins. By His death we 
can be made free from the death penalty for our 
sins. 
Thirdly Christ arose from the grave and is 
alive today. If you have ac~epted (?hrist_'s 
sacrifice as payment for your sins, Christ will 
now hear and answer your prayers. You can have 
fellowship with God now and forever! 
So now that the unknown factor is revealed, 
will you still continue to cross Christ out of your 
Christmas, or will you meaningfully celebrate 
Christmas this year, as never before? Let us 
never forget the true meaning of Christmas . 
Dec. 24 Saturday 
Dec. 25 Sunday 
Dec. 26 Monday 
Dec. 27 Tuesday 
Dec. 28 Wed. 
Dec. 29 Thursday 
Dec. 30 Friday 
Dec. 31 Saturday 
Matthew 1 :1-25 
Luke 1 :8-20 
Matthew 2:1-23 
Luke 2:21-35 
John 18:39, 40-19:6 
John 19:7-22 
John 19:22-42 
John 20:1-9, 19, 20 
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continued from page 3 
whom I had looked to for advice and 
counsel, and had proved to be more than a 
friend to me, was dead. 
. . . That man was my employer, Mr. 
Henderson. I shall miss him very much. He 
was the truest friend I have met since I left 
home. He seemed to take as much interest 
in my welfare as he would in the welfare of 
his own son. 
The confidence in which Mr. Moody was held 
was shown when a year later Mrs. Henderson 
insisted that he settle up their business. A 
young man of only twenty-three years, he 
shrank from the responsibility of handling an 
estate that was so large; but "I feel greatly 
honored," he wrote his mother, "for they had a 
great many friends who are good businessmen. 
I never have been put in so responsible a 
position in my life, and my prayer is that I may 
do myself credit. I am in hope that you will not 
forget to pray for me, for I am nothing without 
the same God that has been with me si nee I 
started out in life. Do not say anything about 
this, will you?" 
Results proved that Mrs. Henderson's 
confidence was not misplaced. 
He next found employment with the firm of 
Buel, Hill and Granger, devoting a large share of 
every day to visitation and other work connected 
with his Sunday school, while meetings 
multiplied still more at night. Before a year 
elapsed, he cut loose altogether from business. 
The story may be told in his own words: 
I had never lost sight of Jesus Christ 
since the first night I met Him in the store 
at Boston, but for years I really believed 
that I could not work for God. No one had 
ever asked me to do anything. 
When I went to Chicago, I hired four 
pews in a church, and used to go out on the 
street and pick up young men and fill these 
pews. I never spoke to those young men 
about their souls; that was the work of the 
elders, I thought. After working for some 
time like that, I started a mission Sunday 
school. I thought numbers were everything, 
and so I worked for numbers. When the 
attendance ran below one thousand, it 
troubled me; and when it ran to twelve or 
fifteen hundred, I was elated. Still none was 
converted; there was no harvest. 
Then God opened my eyes. 
There was a class of young ladies in the 
school who were without exception that 
most frivolous set I ever met. One Sunday 
the teacher was ill, and I took that class. 
They laughed ~n my face, and I felt like 
PAGE SIX 
opening the door and telling them all to get 
out and never come back. 
That week the teacher of the class came 
into the store where I worked. He was pale, 
and looked very ill . 
"What is the trouble?" I asked. 
"I have had another hemorrhage of my 
lungs. The doctor says I cannot live on Lake 
Michigan, so I am going to New York state. 
I suppose I am going home to die." 
He seemed greatly troubled, and when I 
asked his reason he replied: "Well, I have 
never Jed any of my class to Christ. I really 
believe I have done the girls more harm than 
good." 
I had never heard anyone talk like that 
before, and it set me thinking. 
After awhile I said: "Suppose you go and 
tell them how you feel. I will go with you in 
a carriage, if you want to go." 
He consented, and we started out 
together. I was one of the best journeys I 
ever had on earth. We went to the house of 
one of the girls, called for her, and the 
teacher talked to her about her soul. There 
was no laughing then! Tears stood in her 
eyes before Jong. After he had explained 
the way of life, he suggested that we have 
prayer. He asked me to pray. True, I had 
never done such a thing as to pray to God to 
convert a young lady there and then. But we 
prayed, and God answered our prayer. 
We went to other houses. He would go 
up stairs and be all out of breath, and he 
would tell the girls what he had come for. It 
wasn't long before they broke down and 
sought salvation. 
When his strength gave out, I took him 
back to his lodgings. The next day we went 
out again. At the end of ten days he came to 
the store with his face literally shining. 
"Mr. Moody," he said. "the last one of my 
class has yielded herself to Christ." 
I tell you we had a time of rejoicing. 
He had to leave the next night, so I called 
his class together that night for a prayer 
meeting, and there God kindled a fire in my 
soul that has never gone out. The height of 
my ambition had been to be a successful 
merchant. If I had known that meeting was 
going to take my ambition out of me, I 
might not have gone. But how many times I 
have thanked God since for that meeting! 
The dying teacher sat in the midst of his 
class, and talked with them, and read the 
fourteenth chapter of John. We tried to sing 
"Blest Be the Tie that Binds," after which 
we knelt to pray. I was just rising from my 
knees when one of the class began to pray 
for her dying teacher. Another prayed, and 
ACROSS 
3. Birthplace of Christ. ______ _ 
6. "Behold, a _____ shall conceive .. 
Isa. 7:14. 
7. The mother of Jesus. 
8. "On earth peace, goodwill toward 
_____ ." Lk. 2:14. 
9. Mary's husband. ______ __ _ 
DOWN 
1. We celebrate His birthday at Christmas. 
2. A Keeper of the flock. 
4. Another name for the wise men. 
5. "And (they) laid him in a 
-----... " Lk. 2:7 
Directions to Maze: Help 
guide the wise men 
to the star where 
Christ lay. 
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another, and before we rose the whole class 
had prayed. As I went out I said to myself: 
"O God, let me die rather than lose the 
blessing I have received tonight!" 
The next evening I went to the depot to 
say good-by to that teacher. Just before the 
train started, one of the class came, and 
before long, without any prearrangement, 
they were all there. What a meeting that 
was! We tried to sing, but we broke down. 
The last we saw of that dying teacher he 
was standing on the platform of the rear 
car, his finger pointing upward, telling us 
to meet him in heaven. 
I didn't know what this was going to cost 
me. ·1 was disqualified for business; it had 
become distasteful to me. I had got a taste 
of another world, and cared no more for 
making money. For some days after, the 
greatest struggle of my life took place. 
Should I give up business and give myself 
wholly to Christian work, or should I not? 
God helped me to decide all right, and I 
have never regretted my choice. Oh, the 
luxury of leading someone out of the 
darkness of this world into the glorious 
light and liberty of the gospel! 
The last eight months he spent in business he 
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made five thousand dollars - quite a large sum in 
those days . The first year in Christian work he 
did not receive more than three hundred dollars! 
But he never wavered. He believed Christ would 
provide the means as long as He had use for 
him. It meant living on crackers and cheese, 
sleeping on benches and seats in the YMCA 
hall, and other "hardships." Through all his 
privations he remained steadfast to the 
commission he knew he had received from on 
high. 
When his purpose became known, he was 
dubbed "Crazy Moody." Later, when his efforts 
proved successful, and he became one of the 
leading religious factors of the city and of the 
Northwest, he became "Brother Moody." Later 
still, when his reputation extended over two 
continents, his title became "Mr. Moody," plain 
"Moody" or "D.L. Moody" as he remained until 
his coronation. 
He was now free to pursue with greater 
activity the many labors entailed by his Sunday 
school and his new love, the YMCA. Under his 
leadership the latter became, like the former, a 
live popular institution, whose influence was 
soon felt throughout the city. 
He never received a regular salary from any 
source after leaving business. 
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasttng life. John 4:14 
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